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_IMr. Dardel called, at his request, to discuss the third Chinese nuclear test. 77 
described our preliminary analysis of the test, drawing on the unclassified AEC 
release of May 13. Mr. Dardel asked about conflicting press reports on the yield, 
and I informed him that our earliest estimate of the yield had in fact been raised 
on the basis of additional information, and that our present best estimate, still 
subject to possible revision, was a yield of 140 KT. In response to a further 
question, I said that the test did indicate that the Chinese Communists were em- 
barked on a deliberate nuclear weapons development program, and had not simply 
exploded two or three devices for demonstrative effect, Reiterating that our 
analysis was not yet complete, I stated that the experimental test might be a 

te step toward the development of a thermonuclear weapon, and that it did in any 
event represent a step forward--but not a "great leap forward." 





Mr. Dardel inquired what we thought the effects would be in India and the Near 
Fast. 7 noted our concern over the possibility of proliferation in these areas. 
So far, we had only accounts of press reports and discussion in the Indian Lok 

(G.) Sabha, and that it appeared that sentiment in India was moving in the direction 
of an Indian nuclear weapon. I noted the unfortunate cycle of reactions in the 
Pakistan and Indian press, each feeding on the other. In the case of Israel and 
the UAR, I thought whatever effect the Chinese test may have would be much weaker 
and much more indirect, 


I asked Mr. Dardel whether the Chinese test would have any effect on Swedish opinion 

with respect to proliferation. He replied very carefully that it would have no 

effect whatsoever on the firm Swedish policy of supporting arms control and disarm- 
[_ament measures to curb nuclear proliferation, al 


